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THE SECOND SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 

  VOLUNTARY                                     Sonata in A Major                                      C. P. E. Bach  
 
  SILENCE 
 
  INTROIT         I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
 
*GREETING            Jim Rissling 
 
*HYMN 407   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
  
  WORDS OF WELCOME       Sarah Higginbotham 
 
  ANTHEM                                     Kyrie                            Giovanni Luigi da Palestrina  
 
  INVITATION TO CONFESSION  
   
  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (sung) 
 
 

  
  
  

 
 
 
 

(Repeat after Silence) 
 
  SILENCE  
 
  ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS      
 
*GREETING OF PEACE  
 
*HYMN 302                  Come to Me, O Weary Traveler  

*You are invited to stand.  Hymns proceeded by a “C” may be found in the beginning section of the hymnal.  The 
C (Cambridge) - section contains hymns written and composed by current and past members of First Church. 



 

  THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
  INVITATION 
 
  ADDRESS 
 
  THE BAPTISMAL VOWS  
 
*THE CONGREGATION’S PROMISES  
 L: Jesus Christ welcomes everyone  
  who desires new life 
  into the faith and family of Christ. 
  Do you who witness this sacrament 
  promise this child your love, support, and care? 
 C:  We do! 
 L:  Will you help him grow in faith 
  and witness with them to the love and mercy of Christ? 
 C:  We will, with the help of God! 
 L:  Do you renew your own promises 
  to live in the freedom of Christ, and resist the power of evil? 
 C:  We do, with the help of God! 
 
  BLESSING OF THE WATER   
 
  THE BAPTISM OF BENNETT MARTIN 
 
  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
*FINAL BLESSING . 
 L: Sisters and brothers, let us ask God for a blessing! 
 All:  Holy God, Creator of us all,  
  give to Bennett strength for life’s journey,  
  courage in the time of trial,  
  the joy of faith, the freedom of love,  
  and the comfort of everlasting life.    
  
  PRESENTATION 
 
 
     
 
 

Children from PreK to 8th grade are now invited to leave for church school.  Teachers will 
meet children at the side door to accompany them to their classrooms. Parents can meet their 
children in Lindsay Chapel (through Margaret Jewett Hall and to the left) after worship.  



 

  PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING      
 
  READING                         Matthew 4: 18-22 and 11: 28-30   
 
  SERMON                 Dan Smith 
 
*HYMN 413                                    How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord 
 
  INVITATION TO PRAYER AND SILENCE                     Kate Layzer 

L:  …in the silence, O God, 
C:  hear our prayer…. 

 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   (Please pray this prayer and address God in words most meaningful to your heart.) 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
  INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 
  OFFERTORY                                           Oculi Omnium                          Heinrich Schütz  
 

Oculi omnium ad te spectant, Domine;  
tu das eis escam eorum in tempore opportuno. 

Aperis tu manum tuam,  
et imples omne animal benedictione tua. 

 

The eyes of all look toward thee, O Lord;  
thou givest them their meat in due season. 

Thou openest thine hand  
and fillest every living thing with thy blessing. 

 

Please place visitor/prayer request cards in the baskets, along with your offering. 
   
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
  That were a present far too small; 
  Love so amazing, so divine 
  Demands my soul, my life, my all! Amen. 
 
 



 

  APPRECIATION OF OUR SEARCH COMMITTEE AND OUR OUTGOING MODERATOR 
 
*A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 
 L:         For all your hard work and effort, 
            C: We give you our thanks. 
            L:         For all the ways you have shared your wisdom, 
            C:        We give you our thanks. 
            L:         For all your consideration, preparation, and discernment,    
 C:       We give you our thanks. 
 L:         For all your actions and the ways you have boldly led us, 
            C:       We give you our thanks. 
            L:         We offer our deep gratitude for your time of service, 
            C:        And we now release you from your leadership responsibilities. 
            L:         For continued graces, both inside and outside this church, 
            C:     We give you our blessing. 
            L:      For our continued journey together, 
            C:       We give God praise. 
            All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
*HYMN 374     Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant? 
 
*BENEDICTION 

 
*CHORAL RESPONSE                 O Spirit of the Living God                             Constance Pyle 
 

O Spirit of the living God, be with us now and forever, amen. 
 
  VOLUNTARY                                    Sonata in A Major                                      C. P. E. Bach  
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The Lenten bulletin cover is an image created by Perry Neubauer. 



 

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE... 
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life's journey, we are thankful that you are with us today, 

and we hope that you will stay for a bit after worship for refreshments and conversation. First 
Church is an open and affirming, just peace congregation of the United Church of Christ. If 

you'd like to know more about us, please introduce yourself to one of the ministers after church 
and explore our website at www.firstchurchcambridge.org. 

 

Large print bulletins and assistive listening devices are available.  
Please ask a greeter for assistance. 

 

Children of all ages are welcome in our worship. Picture books, children's Bibles and activity 
packets can be found in the Children's Book Corner located by the door to the parish building (to 

the right of the chancel). Children may visit the Book Corner at any point during worship. 
Nursery care for infants and toddlers is located through that door and down the hallway (up four 

stairs to the door on the right). Fussy babies and their caregivers are invited to the Hastings 
Room, just across the hall from that same door, where the service is broadcast through speakers.  

PREACHING TODAY IS Dan Smith, Senior Minister.  Assisting with worship are Kate 
Layzer, Community Minister, and Sarah Higginbotham, Director of Creative Worship & Arts.  
Our liturgist is co-chair of the Building & Grounds Committee Jim Rissling. First Church Dea-
con Karen Anne Zee is assisting with the baptism. Peter Sykes, Director of Music, is playing the 
organ and directing the choir.  The flowers in the chancel are in honor of Monica Maher’s ordi-
nation later this afternoon. 
 
The YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED section of the liturgy is omitted in the online 
version to protect the privacy of those mentioned. To find out who we are praying for this 
week, please contact the church office at parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org or by calling 
617-547-2724.,IN THIS SPACE we share personal, congregational, national, and global prayer 
requests. If you would like us to include a prayer request, please contact Dan Smith, Kate 
Layzer, or Kirsten Manville by Wednesday morning or fill out one of the prayer request cards 
found in your pew.  



 

TODAY’S HAPPENINGS  
 
GOING DEEPER:  MATTHEW, FIRST CHURCH, & GOSPEL TODA Y A 10 O’clock 
Hour Lenten Series, Today and Sundays through April 6, Hastings Room This is the third-
week in a six-week series during the 10 O’clock Hour, during which Dan Smith and Brent Coffin 
will lead us in a exploration into a deeply disturbing theme in the First Gospel �  what Peter Go-
mes has called Christianity's original sin �  Matthew's anti-Judaism.  Why did this interpretation 
of the Jesus event accent the duality and separation between the early Christians and a leading 
Jewish renewal movement?  How does this theme fit into Matthew's understanding of Gospel, the 
good news of God's liberating and transformative power?  And not least of all, how does our criti-
cal love affair with Matthew's text enable and require us to understand better God's invitation to 
radical faith in our own community, place, and time?  Because these sessions will build on one 
another in a cumulative conversation, we encourage you to attend all six sessions, if possible.  
However, if you need to miss one or a few, be sure to ask for handouts that will be made available 
at each session. 
  
GOING DEEPER:  “LIFE TOGETHER” LUNCHES Today, March  16, and Sunday, 
March 23, 12:30 p.m., Margaret Jewett Hall For the next two Sundays during Lent, March 16 
and March 23, (and perhaps March 30 also), sit down after church for a simple meal of soup and 
bread that will lovingly prepared by our fabulous Friends of Fellowship. Feast not only on the 
gifts of a hearty meal but on heartfelt and rich conversations as well.  Each week you will be in-
vited to discuss questions related to God’s Invitation to Us. What is God’s invitation to you, right 
now?  Is it to slow down, to ease up, to press on, to dive in?  Does it have to do with growing 
more aware of your spiritual life, or of our life together in this community, or of seeing a more 
public role you play in your job or family as a way of living out your faith?  This won’t be a time 
to add anything to your “to do” list.  Instead it will be a time for casual, meaningful, and maybe 
even fun conversation about how we can respond to God’s invitation to each of us in a deeper and 
more fulfilling way.  Join us for one or all of these sessions that will be facilitated by Dan Smith 
and other church leaders.  Childcare will be provided for the duration of these lunches. 
  
SPIRITUALITY & MENTAL HEALTH GROUP Today at 2 p.m.,  Tower Room We meet 
as persons with questions about our inner lives, pursuing wellness.  Yet we don't seek a fix for 
our problems.  Instead, we bring our difficulties alongside our experience of that healing Spirit to 
consider how our faith and our soundness inform each other.  We continue to meet every Sunday 
afternoon from 2:00 to 3:30 in the Tower Room.  Participation in the group is open to any and all 
who identify with our purpose.  For a warm welcome and to learn more, see Carter West or e-
mail him at cartergw24@gmail.com.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

MONICA MAHER’S ORDINATION TO CHRISTIAN MINISTRY Tod ay,  3:00 p.m., in 
the Sanctuary By the grace of God, First Church member Monica Maher will be ordained to 
Christian ministry in the United Church of Christ at 3:00 p.m., today, at First Church. All are in-
vited to this celebration, whether you know Monica personally or not, and especially if you’ve 
never been to an ordination!  Monica is currently serving as Pastor of Social Ministry of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ecuador. First Church is a key partner in this ministry, so we can 
look forward to an ongoing relationship with Monica and her church!  Given Monica’s long-
standing ministry connections throughout Latin America, the ordination will be an exciting multi-
cultural celebration and one that is not to be missed!  Clergy are invited to gather in the Hastings 
Room at 2:30 to robe and process. The liturgical color will be red!  A reception will immediately 
follow the service in Margaret Jewett Hall. 
 
NIGHT SONG: SOLEMN MYSTICAL COMPLINE Today at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary Night 
Song is based on Compline, the last daily service of Christian worship, dating back to monastic 
life in the Middle Ages.  Offered in the quietness of the evening, Night Song invokes a sense of 
protection and peace for the night that is to come.  Tonight Canticum vespertinum sings Gregor-
ian chant, Bichel's setting for compline in the Lydian mode,  My God, my God, look upon me by 
John Blow,  Psalm 91 Qui habitat, Tone 8 My days are gone like a shadow by John Blow,  
Ave Regina caelorum by Gregor Aichinger. Jennifer Lester, cantus; Michael Terranova, altus; 
Erik Bertrand, tenor; Daryl Bichel, bassus; with Ben Schwendener, piano. We will not be using 
incense this Sunday. 

 
FUTURE HAPPENINGS 

 
For a full listing of Lenten Worship Services, Formation Offerings, and other events, please pick 

up a purple “Observing Lent at First Church” booklet. 
 
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION: Wednesdays from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the Tower Room Chris-
tian meditation or centering prayer is the spiritual practice of sitting in silence, centering the at-
tention on the indwelling presence of God. Many who have undertaken this way of prayer have 
found a path of healing and peace, as well as a means to draw closer to God. Our group begins 
with a spoken prayer and one or two brief readings, followed by an introduction to meditation and 
30 minutes of silent practice. No prior experience is necessary, but all experience is welcome. 
Speak to Kate Layzer for more information, or e-mail her at klayzer@gmail.com. 
�
GREATER BOSTON INTERFAITH ORGANIZATION RELATIONAL M EETINGS This 
spring, through one-on-one meetings and small group meetings within and across congregations, 
GBIO will engage thousands of its members in a process of learning one another’s stories, finding 
common ground and opening new opportunities for action on the part of both individual congre-
gations and  GBIO as a whole.  Here at First Church we will be using some of this model of shar-
ing stories in our work of “going deeper” in our own relationships with one another.  A core 
group of First Church leaders has already been engaged in trainings. There are two upcoming op-



 

portunities where all are welcome to come and learn the art of relational or 1:1 meetings, a key 
tool for all levels of community organizing. These will be largely experience-focused - with 
"fishbowl" opportunities for feedback on how you share your story and how you can ask ques-
tions that get beyond small talk and hearing a chronology and resume to hearing the stories that 
lie at the heart of people's interests and passions.  Please RSVP to Dan Smith 
(dsmith@firstchurchcambridge.org) or Bob Kelley (rkelley@gmail.com) if you can attend either 
or both of the two following sessions:  Monday, March 17, 7 - 9 p.m. - Temple Shalom of New-
ton (175 Temple St., Newton, MA) or Thursday, March 27, 7 - 9 p.m. - First Church in Cam-
bridge (11 Garden St., Cambridge, MA).�
 
YOUTH GROUP OVERNIGHT “LOCK-IN” AT CHURCH Friday, M arch 28 – Saturday, 
March 29,  6:00 p.m.  – 10:00 a.m., Sage Hall  Back by popular demand, we’ll meet up for a 
night of fun, food, movies, and conversation, and, of course, an epic game of late night “sardines” 
in the Sanctuary!  
 
GUEST SPEAKER: YUSUFI VALI, ISLAMIC SOCIETY EXECUTI VE DIRECTOR Sun-
day, March 30, during Morning Worship Yusufi Vali, Executive Director of the Islamic Soci-
ety of Boston Cultural Center (ISBCC), will share a reflection during a special Sunday morning 
service on Sunday, March 30. The ISBCC serves over 1,000 congregants during Friday services 
and is the largest Islamic institution in New England. Previously Yusufi was a community organ-
izer with the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (GBIO), a chapter of the Industrial Areas 
Foundation. He is a graduate of Princeton University, a Marshall Scholar, and a Fulbright 
Scholar. Join us as we reflect together and prepare our hearts for the one-year anniversary of the 
Boston Marathon bombings. With Yusufi, the ISBCC, and others in GBIO, we have learned that 
we are not merely “Boston Strong,” as the saying goes, but that we are and always will be 
“Stronger Together”! 
 
SAVE THE DATE: APRIL 19 FOR A WOMEN’S RETREAT BRUNC H Transitioning from 
the Craigville venue, we invite First Church women to a potluck brunch gathering and discussion 
on the theme of comfort. We'll meet Saturday morning in Margaret Jewett Hall from 9:30-12:00. 
Childcare will be provided. Further details to come closer to the time, and/or speak to Jacqui 
Gates or Chris Reynolds. 

 
GET INVOLVED  

 
MEMORIAL FLOWERS FOR EASTER If you wish to donate memorial flowers for loved 
ones this Easter, please send the names of those to be remembered to Kirsten Manville in the First 
Church office as soon as possible, at parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org. Contributions of 
$20 to help defray the cost of flowers can be made online (check off the Easter Flowers category) 
or can be included in the offering plate (checks payable to First Church in Cambridge), with a 
memo line of Easter Flowers. On Easter Sunday, the congregation is invited to take a plant to a 
homebound parishioner to spread the joy of Easter. 



 

UPCOMING CHORAL MUSIC The choral music for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter is some of 
the richest in the repertoire. The First Church Choir will be singing this great music for our ser-
vices. Interested singers are invited to join Thursday night rehearsals starting March 6 to prepare 
and sing for our worship services. For Palm Sunday we will sing a stirring Russian setting of the 
Beatitudes by Kalinnikoff. You'll have to come to our rehearsals to find out what we’ll be singing 
for Easter! For more information call or speak with Peter Sykes, 617-645-0833. 
 
FAMILY CHOIR TO SING ON EASTER Join the Family Choir, as we prepare a simple, joy-
ful piece for Easter. We’ll rehearse on three Sundays �  March 23, March 30, and April 6, at 
10:00 a.m. �  and then again on Easter morning, April 20, before offering our musical gift in 
Easter worship. All ages and musical experiences are welcome. Check in with Sarah 
Higginbotham, 617-547-2724, ext. 42, or shigginb@firstchurchcambridge.org, if you have ques-
tions.  
 
BETHLEHEM PASTOR AND LEADER TO SPEAK Mitri Rahab is the senior pastor of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church in Bethlehem. He also serves as the President of Dar al-
Kalima University College in Bethlehem. He is the author of several books. His most recent is 
Faith in the Face of Empire - The Bible through Palestinian Eyes. You are invited to come and 
hear him at: First Baptist Church  633 Center St in Jamaica Plain on 3/24/14 from 7 to 8:30, Bos-
ton University School of Theology  754 Commonwealth Av Suite 110 on 3/25/14 from 11:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m. or Harvard Divinity School Sperry Room,  Andover Hall, at 75 Francis St on  
3/25/14   from 3 -4:40. 
 
THE KAIROS FORUM , a program of The First Baptist Church in Jamaica Plain, is sponsoring 
the following events.  "Injustice Anywhere…”: A Conversation on Palestinian and African 
American Solidarity with Mel King, Irene Nasser, and Fadi Quran on Sunday, March 9th at 4pm, 
Faith in the Face of Empire:  The Bible through Palestinian Eye, A Book talk by Rev. Dr. Mitri 
Raheb on Monday, March 24th at 7pm, and Al-Helm:  Martin Luther King in Palestine, a film 
screening and talk back with filmmaker Connie Field and playwright, Dr. Clayborne Carson, Di-
rector of the MLK Papers on Wednesday, March 26th at  6pm.  For more information or to 
RSVP, please visit http://www.firstbaptistjp.org.  
 
HEARTS HANDS MINDS - TREMENDOUS HEARTS TOUR 2014 July 5 – July 14, 2014, 
Cape Town, South Africa Tremendous Hearts invites you to join us for the inaugural Hearts, 
Hands, Minds Tour, a unique opportunity to visit South Africa accompanied by the Tremendous 
Hearts on-the-ground Team of volunteers, staff and thought leaders. The tour will offer a cultural 
and historical introduction to this country of many contrasts.  For more information and to regis-
ter Contact Icon Expeditions at: Geraldine Symington (Geraldine@Iconexpeditions.com) or 1-
888-583-5972.  
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We believe that our covenant with God and each other calls us: 
To love God with all that we are, and our close and 
distant neighbors as ourselves; 
To seek peace with justice and equity for all people; 
To engage in non-violent resistance to evil; 
To respect and preserve God’s earth; 
To foster community across every barrier and division; 
To attend to God’s unfolding and reconciling word; 
To support each other in our frailties and strengths,  
that we may embody that love which overcomes fear and death.  
This we testify, confessing always our reliance on God’s grace in Christ,  
and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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����������� Rev. Dan Smith, 617-547-2724, ext. 23  

dsmith@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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Rev. Karen McArthur, 617-547-2724, ext. 22 
karenmc@firstchurchcambridge.org 

������������-������ Sheehan Scarborough,  
sscarborough@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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���(����� Rev. Brent Coffin  

*�����
��
&������� Peter Sykes, 617-645-0833 
psykes@aol.com 

*�����
��
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��	�%�<�9���� Sarah Higginbotham, 617-547-2724, ext. 42 
shigginb@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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���� Patricia Van Ness 
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�� Jim Stewart, 617-661-1873 
jstewart@firstchurchcambridge.org 

4����	�9(���������
�� Kirsten Manville, 617-547-2724, ext. 21 
parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org 

4���
����9��
������ Julie Rogers, 617-547-2724, ext. 41 
jrogers@firstchurchcambridge.org 

2������������������ Dan dos Santos 
ddossantos@firstchurchcambridge.org 

��=�
��� Ronaldo dos Santos, Tina Quimby, George Williams,  
Kimel Williams, 617-642-3980 


