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FIRST CHURCH  IN CAMBRIDGE , CONGREGATIONAL , UCC 
May 18, 2014 

THE FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF EASTER  
 
  VOLUNTARY                            Herzlich tut Mich Erfreuen                           Johannes Brahms  
 
*HYMN C-9                                              Psalm 148  
 
*GREETING                     Susan Redlich 
 L:  Sisters and brothers, peace be with you! 
 C:  The joy of God fill all the earth! 
 L:  God gives us breath for a brand new day! 
 C:  God gives us hope for a brand new life! 
 L:  Praise God! Praise God with all your strength!  
 
*PRAYER OF PRAISE 
 All:  You are a morning,  
  a threshold, a shoot! 
  You, a new canvas, a vista, a child! 
  Sprung from your newness  
  and breathing your breath, 
  all your bright creatures say, ‘Thanks!’  
  With light, with the day, 
  with the waking-up world,  
  your holy people say, ‘Praise!’ 
 
  WORDS OF WELCOME       Sarah Higginbotham 
 
  ANTHEM                                   Blue Green Hills of Earth          Kim Oler 
 
  A TIME WITH CHILDREN   
 
  INVITATION TO CONFESSION   
 
  SILENCE 
 
 
 
 

*You are invited to stand. Hymns proceeded by a “C” may be found in the beginning section of the hymnal.  The 
C (Cambridge) - section contains hymns written and composed by current and past members of First Church in 
Cambridge. 



 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 L: Let us pray for healing, pardon, and peace. 
 All: From earth you made us; 
  in your image you formed us; 
  with your breath you gave us life; 
  with open hands you bless us; 
  You give us a home to belong to and care for. 
  Holy One, when we lose our way, 
  show us your mercy! 
  Call us by name and lead us to life again, 
  that we may walk through this world 
  in wisdom, kindness, and love. 
  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
 
  DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS   
 
*GREETING OF PEACE 

*HYMN 60                            This Is My Father’s World   
 
  PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING   
 
  FIRST READING                Excerpts from Psalm 104            members of Earth Stewardship 
 L:  Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great. 
 C:  You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
  wrapped in light as with a garment. 
 L:  You set the earth on its foundations, 
  so that it shall never be shaken. 
 C:  You cover it with the deep as with a garment;  
  the waters stood above the mountains. 
 L:  You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 
 C:  they flow between the hills, 
  giving drink to every wild animal;  
  the wild asses quench their thirst. 
 L:  By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; 
  they sing among the branches. 
 C:  From your lofty abode you water the mountains;  
  the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 

Children from Preschool to 8th grade are now invited to leave for church school.  Teach-
ers will meet children at the side door to accompany them to their classrooms. Children 
will return to worship in time for the blessing of the plants for the living wall. 



 

 L:  You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 
  and plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the earth, 
 C:  and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to make the face shine,  
  and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
 L:  The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, 
  the cedars of Lebanon that you planted. 
 C:  In them the birds build their nests;  
  the stork has its home in the fir trees. 
 L:  The high mountains are for the wild goats; 
 C:  the rocks are a refuge for the wild rabbits. 
 L:  You have made the moon to mark the seasons; 
  the sun knows its time for setting. 
 C:  You make darkness, and it is night,  
  when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 
 L:  The young lions roar for their prey, 
  seeking their food from God. 
 C:  When the sun rises, they withdraw  
  and lie down in their dens. 
  People go out to their work  
  and to their labor until the evening. 
 L:  O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; 
  the earth is full of your creatures. 
 C:  Yonder is the sea, great and wide,  
  creeping things innumerable are there,  
  living things both small and great. 
 L:  There go the ships, 
  and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
 C:  These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 
  when you give to them, they gather it up;  
  when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
 
  SECOND READING                         Genesis 2                           Sheehan Scarborough 
 
  SERMON                                                                                         Kate Layzer 
 
*HYMN ( insert)   Once in a Garden Newly Planted 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  PRAYERS FOR CHURCH AND WORLD                         
 L:        God be with you. 
 C:        And with your spirit. 
 L:        Let us pray . . . (intercessions, silence, and the Lord's Prayer) 
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER        
   (Please pray this prayer and address God in words most meaningful to your heart.) 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
  INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 
  OFFERTORY                                  Sparrow, Sparrow          Patricia Van Ness  
 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 O Jesus, risen now to bless,  
 Do thou thyself our hearts possess; 
 that we may give thee all our days 
 the willing tribute of our praise!  Amen. 

 
*BLESSING OF PLANTS FOR THE LIVING WALL  
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*HYMN                                        She’s Got the Whole World 
 

She’s got the whole world in her hands. 
She’s got the whole wide world in her hands. 

She’s got the whole world in her hands. 
She’s go the whole world in her hands. 

 

She’s got the plants and the flowers… 
 

She’s got the birds and the butterflies… 
 

She’s got every person here…  
 
 
 



 

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE... 
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life's journey, we are thankful that you are with us today, 

and we hope that you will stay for a bit after worship for refreshments and conversation. First 
Church is an open and affirming, just peace congregation of the United Church of Christ. If 

you'd like to know more about us, please introduce yourself to one of the ministers after church 
and explore our website at www.firstchurchcambridge.org. 

 

Large print bulletins and assistive listening devices are available.  
Please ask a greeter for assistance. 

 

Children of all ages are welcome in our worship. Picture books, children's Bibles, and activity 
packets can be found in the Children's Book Corner located by the door to the parish building (to 

the right of the chancel). Children may visit the Book Corner at any point during worship. 
Nursery care for infants and toddlers is located through that door and down the hallway (up four 

stairs to the door on the right). Fussy babies and their caregivers are invited to the Hastings 
Room, just across the hall from that same door, where the service is broadcast through speakers.  

PREACHING TODAY IS Kate Layzer, community minister.  Assisting with worship are Shee-
han Scarborough, Ministerial Intern, Sarah Higginbotham, Director of Creative & Arts, and 
members of the Earth Stewardship Team: John Schultz, Margaret Gooch, and Don Johnson.  Our 
liturgist is Earth Stewardship Team member Susan Redlich. Peter Sykes, Director of Music, is 
playing the organ and directing the choir. Dan Smith, Senior Minister, is away this weekend. A 
portion of this morning's Prayers for the Church and the World comes from the Just Arts Collec-
tive of the Massachusetts Conference of the U.C.C. 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED in gratitude and celebration of God’s creation, that we 
may all be good stewards of the earth. Please  pray for Jean Miller, whose sister, Ava Nowlan, 
passed away this week.  Please also pray for Cynthia Shoemaker, who is experiencing back 
problems. Please hold North Carolina in your prayers, as the UCC battles the state government 
in court to allow clergy to marry same sex couples. Please keep in your prayers the Nigerian 
schoolgirls kidnapped by terrorists; may they be safely returned to their homes. IN THIS 
SPACE we share personal, congregational, national, and global prayer requests. If you would 
like us to include a prayer request, please contact Dan Smith, Kate Layzer, or Kirsten Manville 
by Wednesday morning or fill out one of the prayer request cards found in your pew.  
 
 



 

TODAY’S HAPPENINGS  
 
EARTH-FOCUSED MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE TODAY The morning worship service 
will be followed by some exciting activities for kids! During the service we’ll have a blessing of 
the vines… then process to the nearby stairwell landing, where kids can get their hands dirty plant-
ing the vines for a new vertical garden under the skylight!  Once the vines are planted, kids will be 
invited to the stage in Margaret Jewett Hall to paint their idea of “Mr. Yuck.” The children's art-
work will be affixed to small trash containers for use around the church building, reminding build-
ing users to keep yucky trash to a minimum! 
 
GODLY PLAY FOR ADULTS Today at 10:00 a.m., Hastings Room You've heard that we 
teach "Godly Play" in our youngest Church School classes, but perhaps you're unsure of what that 
really is? Join us in the Hastings Room at 10:00 a.m. on May 18 to learn more! Several of our 
Godly Play teachers will be on hand to share a Godly Play story, lead us in "wondering," and share 
their experiences of leading Godly Play sessions with our First Church children.  
 
LITURGICAL DANCE Today and Sundays, through June 1, 10:00 a.m., Sage Hall Building 
on the success of last year's liturgical dance offering led by dancer, teacher, and dance therapist 
Valerie Blanc, people of all ages are invited to a creative movement experience that will culminate 
in a dance offering in our Pentecost Sunday Morning Worship service on June 8. The theme will 
revolve around water and coming to the river, in preparation for a service when many little ones 
will be baptized. All ages and levels of experience are welcome; this will be a co-creation meant to 
be accessible to all. Contact Valerie, valerie.blanc@gmail.com if you have questions. 
 
NEWCOMERS GATHERING Today at 12:15 p.m., Margaret Jewett Hall New to First 
Church? Come learn more about the life of our community church in the today. Bring your ques-
tions, feedback, ideas, hopes, but most of all, yourself: We look forward to getting to know you 
better! Thinking of joining? Learn what membership at First Church is all about. Another New-
comers Gathering will also be happening on June 17. Our next Joining Sunday will be June 1.  
 
SPIRITUALITY & MENTAL HEALTH GROUP Today at 2:00 p. m., Tower Room We meet 
as persons with questions about our inner lives, pursuing wellness. Yet we don't seek a fix for our 
problems.  Instead, we bring our difficulties alongside our experience of that healing Spirit to con-
sider how our faith and our soundness inform each other.  We continue to meet every Sunday af-
ternoon from 2:00 to 3:30 in the Tower Room.  Participation in the group is open to any and all 
who identify with our purpose.  For a warm welcome and to learn more, see Carter West or e-mail 
him at cartergw24@gmail.com.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

NIGHT SONG: SOLEMN MYSTICAL COMPLINE Today at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary Night 
Song is based on Compline, the last daily service of Christian worship, dating back to monastic 
life in the Middle Ages.  Offered in the quietness of the evening, Night Song invokes a sense of 
protection and peace for the night that is to come.  Tonight, hear chant plus music for three treble 
voices, including Laetamini in Domino by Nanini, Eripe me by di Lasso, Dixi confitebor by di 
Lasso, and music for flute and organ by Mawby, Moore and Telemann. Beth Spaulding, cantus 
Michael Terranova, altus, Alison LaRosa Montez, altus and flute, Daryl Bichel, organ. 

 
FUTURE HAPPENINGS 

 
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION HAS A NEW HOME! Our growing midweek Meditation group 
has moved to the Chapel. Join us there each Wednesday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. as we open our 
hearts to the indwelling presence of God. No experience is required, but all experience is wel-
come. Reach Kate Layzer at klayzer@gmail.com or (617) 851-5074 if you’d like to know more. 
 
GREATER BOSTON INTERFAITH ORGANIZATION (GBIO) CONGR EGATIONAL 
ORGANIZING INITIATIVE In the coming weeks, you may be approached to engage in a one-
on-one conversation with a First Church community member as part of a larger GBIO effort to 
discern what are the pressing issues on the hearts of folks, from all faiths, throughout the Greater 
Boston area.  If you have heard the call to go deeper into our life together as a church but have 
been wondering how, then please consider saying “yes” to this opportunity to be asked what is-
sues matter most to you.  It is also an invitation for you to get to know another more deeply:  sur-
prising, amazing conversations will ensue, guaranteed!  Although this is part of larger public ef-
fort over the course of Spring, your anonymity and privacy will be protected.  If you have any 
questions feel free to contact Bob Kelley (rkelley@gmail.com, 617-543-5479).    
  
 HALLELUJAH… POETRY! Members and friends, all are invited to hear First Church Shelter 
guest Michael Todd Steffen read from his remarkable, just-published book of poems Partner, Or-
chard, Day Moon.  This joyful occasion will unfold on May 21 at 7 p.m. in our very 
own Hastings Room. A keen and devout reader of verse himself, Mike has also invited two of his 
favorite local poets to enrich the evening with their reading, too. Following the reading, there 
will be light refreshments and an opportunity to mix and mingle with the bards and purchase their 
work if so desired. Make time for poetry! 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST Saturday, June 7 AT 8:00 a.m., Hastings Room AND MEN’S RE-
TREAT TO JAFFREY, NEW HAMPSHIRE Saturday, June 14 - Sunday, June 15,  at 
Marc O’Brien’s and David Torrey’s places in Jaffrey, NH.  Gentle men of First Church! Join 
us for a hearty Men’s Breakfast and even heartier conversations about topics that connect our 
faith to our lives and our world.  Note the new time of the breakfasts: we now begin at 8:00 a.m., 
not 7:30.  Also, sign up now for our Men’s Retreat. One-time visitors, friends, and newcomers are 
always welcome.  Questions?  Contact David Torrey, davidtorrey@comcast.net, or Paul Efthim, 
pwefthim@verizon.net. If you'd like to sign up for the Men's Breakfast e-mail list to receive 
monthly reminders, contact Kirsten Manville, parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org. 



 

PENTECOST MULTI-GENERATIONAL BAPTISM SERVICE June 8   Sunday, June 8, is 
Pentecost, a festival day of joyous worship, when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the 
early church.  It’s also a day on which we’ll be baptizing people of all ages.  We have a few bap-
tisms already in the works.   Please contact Dan Smith, dsmith@firstchurchcambridge.org, now if 
you are considering a baptism for yourself or your child, whether on Pentecost or at some other 
time.  And plan for a joy-filled service where we will celebrate the Spirit through symbols of water, 
fire, breath, and doves!  “The Holy Spirit descended like a dove at Jesus’ baptism and said, ‘You 
are my beloved child and with you I am well pleased.’”  
  
215TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS CONFERENC E, UCC:  
RISKING VISION  June 13-14, 2014  Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference Center �The 
theme for this year's meeting is "Greater Works Than These" and is taken from John 14: 12 which 
states "Very truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do, and in fact, 
will do greater works than these...." We will celebrate the accomplishments of the conference, hear 
"testimonies to knock your socks off" and engage this scripture deeply.  You can register online and 
learn more at www.macucc.org. Please register no later than May 23th.  Please contact Joanne Paul, 
if you would like to serve as a delegate for First Church. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES  
 
ACTION DAY AT THE STATEHOUSE, Tuesday, June 3, 10 a.m., Statehouse Steps.  What's 
happened to the drive for common sense gun laws, to assure greater safety on our streets, in our 
parks and schools?  Stalled in the Statehouse.  To get this important legislation moving, make your 
presence and commitment known on ACTION DAY, JUNE 3 at the Statehouse.  Registration be-
gins at 9:30 a.m., rally at 10 a.m., to be followed by visits to the offices of State Senators and Rep-
resentatives.  Our numbers will tell a story, so please join others from the churches, temples and 
organizations of the Massachusetts Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence in this important demonstra-
tion.  A group will depart from First Church to travel downtown by the Red Line at 8:45 a.m.  See 
Ann McCann, Dan Smith or Jean Bellow for further information.  
 
INTERFAITH FORUM ON ECONOMIC JUSTICE Wednesday, Jun e 4th, from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m. at All Saints Parish, 1773 Beacon Street, Brookline, MA Follow up our vital May 4th dis-
cussion on economic inequality, by coming to the Interfaith Forum on Economic Justice, an oppor-
tunity to meet persons of faith working actively for economic justice in the metropolitan areas of 
Boston.  Hear presentations by Jobs Not Jails, United for a Fair Economy, the Massachusetts Com-
munity Action Network, Social Action Massachusetts, and the Boston Faith and Justice Net-
work.  Dinner will be served, and plenty of opportunity for sharing. The event is free, so please reg-
ister promptly at http://cmmeconjustforum.eventbrite.com or register through Alice or Dave Kid-
der. All welcome!  Need a ride?  Call Alice at (617) 276-6227. 
 
 
 



 

PRIDE MORNING WORSHIP: CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF EQU AL MARRIAGE 
Saturday, June 14, at 10:00 a.m.,  at Old South Church in Boston,  645 Boylston Street   
This year the Pride Morning Worship features award recipients Bishop Tom Shaw and Rev. Frank 
Schaefer, and Hillary Goodridge, reading from The Goodridge Decision, Introducing the Litany: 
Ten Years and the Sky Hasn’t Fallen!  To be a sponsor send $50 (church) or $10 (individual) to be 
listed in the program.  Be sure to tell us how you wish to be listed. Send sponsorships to: Pride 
Morning Worship, Old South Church in Boston, 645 Boylston Street, Boston MA 02116.  Bring 
your church’s banner, and hang it in the Sanctuary, Friday until 7:00 p.m. or Saturday, 9:00 - 9:30 
a.m. Information about Old South Church at oldsouth.org. Happy Pride! If you'd like to march in 
Pride Parade as part of a First Church and UCC contingent, please contact Jim Rissling, 
jrisslingcls@yahoo.com.  
 
THE UCC MAKES HISTORY IN NORTH CAROLINA ON BEHALF O F RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM AND MARRIAGE EQUALITY  The United Church of Christ filed a landmark law-
suit in U.S. District Court on Monday, April 28, 2014, arguing that North Carolina marriage laws 
restrict freedom of religion. This is believed to be the first time a Christian denomination has filed a 
lawsuit against a state government. The UCC General Synod has asserted that North Carolina's ban 
on marriage equality is a violation of UCC clergy's free exercise of religion under the First Amend-
ment as it is presently a misdemeanor crime in North Carolina for a clergy member to officiate a 
couple's marriage if that couple is lesbian, gay, or bi, because they cannot obtain a state-sanctioned 
marriage license. As an Open and Affirming congregation in the UCC, First Church gives thanks to 
those brave clergy members and couples who are courageously bringing much needed change to 
North Carolina. For more information on this case, visit www.ucc.org/ido/ 
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We believe that our covenant with God and each other calls us: 
To love God with all that we are, and our close and 
distant neighbors as ourselves; 
To seek peace with justice and equity for all people; 
To engage in non-violent resistance to evil; 
To respect and preserve God’s earth; 
To foster community across every barrier and division; 
To attend to God’s unfolding and reconciling word; 
To support each other in our frailties and strengths,  
that we may embody that love which overcomes fear and death.  
This we testify, confessing always our reliance on God’s grace in Christ,  
and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Rev. Karen McArthur, 617-547-2724, ext. 22 
karenmc@firstchurchcambridge.org 

������������:������ Sheehan Scarborough,  
sscarborough@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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%������� Peter Sykes, 617-645-0833 
psykes@aol.com 
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��	�+�;�&���� Sarah Higginbotham, 617-547-2724, ext. 42 
shigginb@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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�� Jim Stewart, 617-661-1873 
jstewart@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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�� Kirsten Manville, 617-547-2724, ext. 21 
parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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������ Julie Rogers, 617-547-2724, ext. 41 
jrogers@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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ddossantos@firstchurchcambridge.org 
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��� Ronaldo dos Santos, Tina Quimby, George Williams,  
Kimel Williams, 617-642-3980 


