
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service 
December 24, 2024

FIRST CHURCH
IN CAMBRIDGE

Congregational 1633-1636
United Church of Christ

Garden and Mason Streets
Cambridge, Massachusetts



WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE...

Grounded in God 
Growing in Community

Acting in Love

www.firstchurchcambridge.org

Welcome! We are an Open and Affirming, Just-Peace church, committed to inclusivity 
and non-violence. We love the teachings of Jesus with our minds as well as our hearts! 
We believe and question, question and grow. We’re an old church with forward-looking 
ways. We have plenty of passion, theological opinions, good music, food, and fellowship. 

We offer a variety of programs, events, and activities for adults, children, and families. 
Please explore our website and visit us on a Sunday. If you are looking for a church to call 
home, maybe we’re the one! We pray that you will always be showered with the Love 
that came to Earth at Christmas. It never ends. It is yours forever. 

www.sneucc.org
Website of the Southern New England Conference 

of the United Church of Christ

www.ucc.org
The national website of our denomination - the 
United Church of Christ - see what we stand for! 

First Church Land Acknowledgment
We, gathered here, acknowledge that we are meeting on land which has been 
the traditional ancestral homeland of the Massachusett people. We acknowledge 
that this land is unceded and remains sacred to the Massachusett, and to their 
close neighbors and relatives, the Nipmuc, and Wampanoag peoples.

You can find a longer version of this acknowledgment here or by scanning the 
QR code.

http://www.firstchurchcambridge.org
http://firstchurchcambridge.org
http://www.sneucc.org
http://www.ucc.org


*You are invited to stand. 

  VOLUNTARY            Jesu Bambino            Pietro Yon

*PROCESSIONAL CAROL 132  O Come, All Ye Faithful

*GREETING                     Emma Mitchell
 L:   O Come, all you faithful and all you skeptics, too.
  Tonight, on this night of nights, open your hearts to wonder and love.
 C: Enter into the beauty and power of Christmas
 L: when worlds are made new, 
 C: when the poor and humble take heart,
 L: when shepherds rise up and wise ones bow down,
 C:   when angels are hovering around us even now, saying:
 L: Behold! Fear not! We have good news…for a change! 
 C:   For tonight, Love is born!
 L: Justice and Joy, Grace and Glory are born anew!
 C:  Tonight, Christ is born! So come, let us adore him!

  WORDS OF WELCOME

  OPENING PRAYER               Kate Layzer
 
  ANTHEM          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                     arr. P. Sykes 

  READING                    Isaiah 9:2-11       Mike Solberg

*CAROL 131            Creator of the Stars of Night

  READING                          Luke 1:26-38

*CAROL 135         Angels We Have Heard on High

  READING               Luke 2:1-7

  LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
 L:  The light of Christ!
 C:  Thanks be to God! 
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  CAROL 150      Away in the Manger
Please remain seated.

  READING             Luke 2:8-20      Sarah Higginbotham

  A TIME WITH CHILDREN  Glory to the Mountain
  The children are invited to the chancel to participate in a singing game.

And we’ll all sing glory to the mountain,
the mountain is so high, it reaches to the sky,

and it’s one, two, three, follow me…

And we’ll all bow to the mountain!

*CAROL 160           Go, Tell It on the Mountain

  HOMILY             Mike Solberg

*CAROL 149     It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

  PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD & THE LORD’S PRAYER
  Please pray this prayer and address God in words most meaningful to your heart.
 All: Our Creator, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	 	 And	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

  SHARING THE LIGHT

  ANTHEM                In the Bleak Midwinter               Harold Darke
Beth Spaulding, soprano

 THE PROCLAMATION       John 1:1-5, 12, 14

  CAROL 142                Silent Night, Holy Night
Please remain seated.
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  RESPONSIVE PROCLAMATION
 L:  Friends, Christ is born this night!
 C:  Gloria in excelsis Deo!
 L:   Hope and peace are born this night.
 C: Love and light are born this night.
 L:  Then let us rise, proclaim, and sing it together! Joy to the world!
           *All:  Joy to the world. The Lord is come!

*CAROL 134                    Joy to the World!

*BLESSING AND PEACE

Leading Worship
Sarah Higginbotham, Director of Communications & Christian Formation

Kate Layzer, Minister of Street Outreach
Emma Mitchell, Pastoral Associate

Lee Prouty, Facilities Manager
Mike Solberg, Interim Senior Minister

Peter Sykes, Music Director

Bulletin	Cover	Image
Perry Neubauer, from the First Church archives

In light of the Christmas theme of welcome to those who seek shelter and
refuge in difficult times, tonight’s offering will support the First Church
Shelter and the Friday Café specifically, and First Church generally (1/3 
of the offering going to each). Please give generously and joyfully as you 
leave the service tonight. There are offering baskets located at each of 
our doors, or you may use the QR code to the left. Thank you for your 
generous support!
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PROCESSIONAL CAROL

-Hymn Insert 1-



CAROL

-Hymn Insert 2-



CAROL

-Hymn Insert 3-



CAROL

-Hymn Insert 4-



CAROL

-Hymn Insert 5-



CAROL

-Hymn Insert 6-



CAROL

-Hymn Insert 7-



CAROL

-Hymn Insert 8-



CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY SERVICES AT FIRST CHURCH

Do you want to follow the hyperlinks, but you’re holding 
a	paper	bulletin	in	your	hand?
Use your phone’s camera to hover over the QR code marked “scan me;” this will 
take you to the  Members & Friends page of our website, where you’ll find the 
bulletin online, as well as links to news, events, and more.
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Christmas Day Service
Wednesday, December 25 at 11:00 a.m.
Lindsay Chapel & via livestream
Join us on Christmas morning for a joy-filled and bright 
service in which we will fill our Chapel with the sounds of 
Christmas—readings, prayers of thanksgiving and praise, and 
a very special harpsichord meditation by Peter Sykes of 
William Byrd’s “The Bells.” We also celebrate Christmas 
Communion together. 

Epiphany Potluck & Service
Monday, January 6, 2025
6:00	p.m.	Potluck,	Margaret	Jewett	Hall	
7:10 p.m. Service, Chapel to Sanctuary
Epiphany (“manifestation”) is a Christian feast so ancient 
that it predates Christmas. We will celebrate Epiphany on 
Monday, January 6, beginning at 6:00 p.m. with a potluck 
dinner in Margaret Jewett Hall. The meal will be potluck 
through and through: you are invited to bring either a main 
dish casserole (last names beginning with A-H), a salad or 
side dish (last names beginning with I-M), dessert (N-R), or 
drinks (S-Z). After our feast and a brief gathering ritual in 
the Chapel, we will set off together on a candlelight journey 
through the darkness until we arrive at the Sanctuary and 
circle it with light. Under the dome in the chancel, we will 
renew our baptismal promises, ending with a joyful 
“sprinkling” of all present. This event is for all ages, so gather 
up friends, neighbors, kids, and come share the light! 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO JANUARY

Young Adults: Faith on Tap
Tuesday, January 7, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., Grendel’s Den, Harvard Square
If you’re in your 20s-30s, and looking for a new friend, a place to explore 
faith with peers, or just a new favorite restaurant, come to our next Faith 
on Tap! The Young Adults group meets a couple times each month for 
casual fellowship, and all in that age range are welcome. RSVP for our early January get-together 
and get on the mailing list for all Young Adults events by emailing: 
youngadults@firstchurchcambridge.org

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, Januray 4, 8:00 - 9:30 a.m., Harter Room
The Men’s Breakfast is a forum for any and all who identify as men at 
First Church. We meet monthly to share breakfast and to share 
experiences. We prepare breakfast and participate with a rotating 
monthly leader. All are welcome! If you would like to be added to the 
Men’s Breakfast email list to receive reminders of these gatherings, 
please contact Peter Byerly: p.byerly@comcast.net 

Women’s Community Book Group
Tuesday, January 14, 6:30 - 7:45 p.m., via Zoom
(please note the new start time)
Join us for a lively discussion of Lynda Rutledge’s West with Giraffes: A 
Novel. “Part adventure, part historical saga, and part coming of age love 
story, this novel explores what it means to be changed by the grace of 
animals.” This will be a wonderful way to start the new year, and we hope 
all who identify as women in our church community will consider joining 
our gathering of friends and book lovers. 

Supporting	Immigrants	and	Refugees:	How	to	Respond
Sunday, January 19, 10:00 - 10:45 a.m., Harter Room and via Zoom
As we approach the transition to a new presidential administration, there 
are many unknowns about how immigrants and those seeking refuge in 
our country will be treated and welcomed. As Christians, what will be 
our response? Join us as we start the conversation by hearing how First 
Church folks have engaged in the work of immigrant justice and refugee resettlement in the 
recent past. Bring your questions, your concerns, and your open hearts as we consider how to 
support our neighbors in a new era of uncertainty. 

https://www.lyndarutledge.com/disc.htm
https://www.lyndarutledge.com/disc.htm
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Sunday Worship & Special Services
Sunday Morning Worship

Sunday Evening Night Song

Christian	Formation	
for Adults

Faith and Life Groups
Advent and Lenten Formation Series

Racial Justice /
Remembering Slavery’s Living Legacy

Weekly Contemplative Practice

Christian	Formation
for Children & Youth

Church School Classes 
Creative Arts Workshops

Our Whole Lives (sexuality education)
Confirmation Class

High School Youth Group

Ministries
First Church Shelter

Friday Café Street Ministry
Trans/Non-Binary Affirming Ministry 

Greater Boston Interfaith Organization
Earth Stewardship 

Fellowship
Young Adults Group

Women’s Community Events
Monthly Men’s Breakfasts

All-Church Retreat on Cape Cod

Music & Arts
First Church Choir

Family Choir
Poet-in-Residence

Staff Composer

Building Use & Community Partnerships
12-Step Meetings

Weekly Dances
Concerts and Lectures

Newtowne School

a sampling of programs, events & activities from the last year...


